MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES (MFL) POLICY - (SPANISH)

1

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

1.1

In our school we teach Spanish to all children in Classes 1 – 7 as part of the normal school curriculum. We do
this for several reasons. Firstly, we believe that many children really enjoy learning to speak another
language. Secondly, we also believe that the earlier a child is exposed to a foreign language, the faster the
language in question is acquired. We also believe that it is a good idea to introduce a new language to
children when they are at primary school, as they tend to be less self-conscious about speaking aloud at this
stage of their development. It is widely believed that the early acquisition of a foreign language facilitates the
learning of other foreign languages later in life.

1.2

The main objective of teaching a modern foreign language in primary school is to promote the early
development of a child's linguistic competence. We also want to:







foster an interest in learning other languages;
introduce young children to another language in a way that is enjoyable;
make young children aware that language has structure, and that the structure differs from one language
to another;
help children develop their awareness of cultural differences in other countries;
develop their speaking and listening skills;
lay the foundations for future study.

2

TEACHING AND LEARNING STYLE

2.1

We base the teaching on the guidance material in the QCA scheme of work for modern foreign languages.
We have adapted this to the context of our school and the abilities of our children.

2.2

We use a variety of techniques to encourage the children to engage actively in the modern foreign language:
these include games, role-play and songs.

2.3

We emphasise the listening and speaking skills over the reading and writing skills.

2.4

We make the lessons as entertaining and enjoyable as possible, as we realise that this approach serves to
develop a positive attitude in the children to the learning of modern foreign languages.

3

ORGANISATION

3.1

We teach Spanish to children in Classes 1 - 7 for one lesson a week.

4

THE CURRICULUM

4.1

Spanish is one of the modern foreign languages that we teach in our school. (We also teach French from
Class 3 - 7.)

4.2

We teach the children to know and understand how to:
 ask and answer questions;
 use correct pronunciation and intonation;
 memorise words;
 interpret meaning;
 understand basic grammar;
 work in pairs and groups to communicate in the other language;
 look at life in another culture.

5

THE CONTRIBUTION OF MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES TO TEACHING IN OTHER CURRICULUM
AREAS

5.1

English
The learning of a modern foreign language naturally contributes to the development of our children’s
listening and speaking skills.

5.2

Mathematics
We play number games that reinforce their counting and calculation skills, expand their understanding of
date, and increase their knowledge about money. Children also learn basic time-telling.

5.3

Personal, social and health education and citizenship
One of the main benefits to the children of learning a modern foreign language at primary school level is a
social one. Those children who have difficulty in reading and writing, but who have good aural skills, will
often find that they excel at speaking in foreign languages. This success breeds confidence, which in turn
increases self-esteem and gives them a more positive attitude to school in general.

5.4

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural education
By teaching a modern foreign language we contribute to the children’s cultural education. They learn that
many societies are multilingual. We teach them about festivals and customs related to the countries in which
the language is spoken.

5.5

Music
We teach children songs in the modern foreign language, which of course helps them develop a sense of
rhythm and an ear for melody.

5.6

History
We teach children about significant historical figures and events in the history of the countries whose
language we are studying e.g. about the Spanish Armada.

5.7

Geography
The children look at atlases or globes to find the location of Spanish-speaking countries. They look at maps of
Spain to find the location of key cities, and may do research about some of these cities.

5.8

Science
Children reinforce their knowledge of parts of the body through related games, such as the Spanish version
of ‘Simon says’.

6

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES AND INCLUSION

6.1

At our school we teach a modern foreign language to all children, whatever their ability – unless it has been
recommended, by professionals, that due to a learning difficulty, this would not be appropriate. A modern
foreign language forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all
children. Through our modern foreign language teaching we provide learning opportunities that enable all
pupils to make progress.

7

ASSESSMENT FOR LEARNING

7.1

We assess the children in order to ensure that they make good progress in this subject. We mostly do this
informally during the lessons, but also sometimes through more formal tests. There are no national key stage
tests.

8

RESOURCES

8.1

We use the ‘Speekee’ DVD as our core resource, as well as a selection of CDs, videos and DVDs, books and
games

9

MONITORING AND REVIEW

9.1

The Principal monitors the teaching and learning of Spanish in the same way as all the other subjects taught
in this school.

9.2

This policy will be reviewed at least every two years.
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