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Newsletter to Prep & Nursery School Parents 22nd January 2020 

Open Day – Tuesday 21st January 
Following on from our very successful Open Day in November, we showed another seven families around 
the school this week. All of our visitors commented on how well-behaved, polite and happy our pupils are; 
several of them have now registered their children to join the school. 
One of our current parents suggested that it would be nice to know when new pupils join the school, so 
that we can make sure they are welcomed into the class.  
In our Nursery we welcomed several new pupils in September and January. In September, our Pre-Primary 
class from Nursery moved up into Reception and several new pupils joined us from other schools: 
Molly, Freddie and Isadora in Reception, Sophia in Year 1, Hector in Year 3, Logan and Sam in Year 4, Rio 
and Teddy in Year 5 and Oliver in Year 6. 
Since our return after Christmas, Ashwina has joined Year 2 and her brother Anish is in Year 5. On Monday 
3rd February, Laubscher (who is moving here from South Africa) will join Year2. 
We already have new children registered for September 2020. As we recruit new pupils throughout this 
school year, we will keep you informed.  
 
Parent and Pupil Surveys 
During the next week, the children will be completing questionnaires about the school. Younger children 
discuss these with their teachers who record their answers.  
We have found these questionnaires very informative in the past. The children have made many useful 
suggestions, which we have discussed with them and actioned, e.g. clubs, styles of teaching, playground 
games, etc.  
 
Next week, we will send home a Parent Questionnaire. We would be very grateful if you could find the 
time to fill it in, as these have also proved to be very helpful on previous occasions. 
 
Website, Instagram and Facebook 
Newsletters are emailed to every parent and they are also uploaded to the Parents page on our website. 
This week, on the News page, we have added the testimonials/memories from some of our past students. 
We post a minimum of three activities/events on our Instagram account every week. This is an ideal place 
to look at every day to find out the latest news and see for yourself the fun activities the children are 
enjoying.  
 
Eco School 
The school is now registered as an Eco School. Representatives from each class are on the Eco Schools 
Council. Mrs Lillie is our Eco Schools Co-ordinator and they have already held their first meeting. The class 
Representatives and Mrs Lillie have launched the programme to the whole school in Assembly. An initial 
review has been carried out and we have already met the majority of the criteria for the Bronze Level. We 
are working on the final element, energy conservation. We are campaigning to ask all pupils and parents to 
close all outer doors (especially in Winter) and switch the lights off when they leave a room. We are well 
on our way to achieving the Bronze Award, after which we will go for Silver and then Gold.  
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Children’s Emotional Well-Being 
Mrs Lillie, who is our Designated Safeguard Lead (DSL), attended a two day Safeguarding course last week.  
As you will have read in the papers and heard on the radio, or in the news, children’s emotional well-being 
is causing concern nationally. Our Local Authority has asked all schools to be pro-active in identifying and 
helping these children.  
As a small family-run school, we have an in-depth knowledge of our pupils and excellent relationships of 
trust with them.  However, we have noticed that, on occasions, some children easily become very agitated 
and find it difficult to control their emotions and calm down. We have therefore decided it would benefit 
all of our children to learn some strategies to calm themselves down and learn to deal with their emotions. 
Mrs Remmington, who has two children who are pupils at our school, is an experienced therapist. She has 
kindly offered to come into our school Assembly on Tuesday 4th February to lead a Mindfulness session 
with the staff and children. We will then be able to incorporate a short session into our daily school 
routine. 
 
New Staff Appointments 
Mrs Lillie: Designated Safeguard Lead. 
  Eco-Schools Co-ordinator.   
Mrs Millard: Early Years and KS1 Maths Co-ordinator. 
Miss Tighe: Deputy Safeguard Lead. 
  Early Years and KS1 SENCO (Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator). 
  Early Years and KS1 English Co-ordinator. 
 
 
Ordering Uniform / Sports Kit 
We are now holding less stock of new and second hand uniform and sports kit in school.  If you wish to 
purchase any new uniform, please order it well in advance of when your child will need it.   
 
If we don’t have the items in stock that you require, we will order them in.  Please bear in mind that some 
items of uniform (skirts and jumpers especially) have quite a few weeks lead time and a minimum order 
must be placed by the school. 
 
If we don’t have stock of any item that you require, payment may be required before the order is placed. 
 
Online Safety 
There are many social media forums which can be accessed by young children, despite a minimum age of 
13 years (Instagram) or 16 years (WhatsApp). There’s lots of useful information from the Online Safety 
Alliance, with guidelines for Instagram, WhatsApp, Snapchat, TikTok, etc.  
For more details look on their website: - www.onlinesafetyalliance.org 
 
Homework Club Reminder 
Homework Club is held after school on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday, from 3.45pm – 4.45pm, 
for children from Year 3 to Year 7. 
 
Several parents have told us that it is difficult to find the time to supervise their child’s homework, 
however very few children attend Homework Club. 
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