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Newsletter to Preparatory & Nursery School Parents – 12th July 2022
UPCOMING DIARY DATES
Wednesday 13th July

Prep school Party Day
Celebration Lunch for all pupils who have pre-ordered
Last day of term for Prep school

Friday 22nd July

Last day of term for Nursery

Monday 1st August

Summer School - first day

Friday 26th August

Summer School - last day

Tuesday 6th September

1st day of term for NURSERY

Wednesday 7th September

1st day of term for PREP SCHOOL

End of Year Newsletter 2022
Dear Parents,
When I wrote to you all at the end of the last school year, none of us knew what the new school year
would bring.
In September, the lockdown had ended and the children were able to return to school. We were so
relieved and happy to think that we could return to normal. All subjects were returned to the timetable
and many of our traditional annual events could take place once again. In October, we held our traditional
Halloween parties and it was lovely to see the children back with their friends and having fun. We held our
Harvest Assembly in October and raised £146.60 for the Send-A-Cow Charity. In November, the children
enjoyed dressing up for “Pudsey” day and £270 was raised for Children in Need. Then, unfortunately, Covid
cases rose again. We decided not to hold our Carol Service in the Church, or the Infant Nativity in the hall.
However, outdoor gatherings were safer and so we held both performances under the outdoor shelter. It
was cold! Our little angels had to wear thermal underwear and coats on top of their wings, but,
undeterred, the children sang beautifully. Mr Last came in to play the guitar, so that we could sing our
traditional “Feliz Navidad”; and I noticed that some parents joined in as well. We ended the term on a high,
looking forward to being able to spend Christmas with our families.
In January, Covid numbers continued to rise again and many children succumbed to the virus and only two
of our teachers escaped! I would like to thank all the staff who worked long hours to cover their
colleagues’ absences, to ensure the children’s education was not interrupted.

At the end of the Easter Term there was great excitement when the children brought their eggs into school
for our traditional egg-rolling competition. This was followed by the Easter Egg Hunt, which, as always, was
very popular. We ended the term on a high.
The Summer Term has, as usual, been extremely busy. We have been on many trips, including classes 5, 6
& 7 to Duxford, Class 2 to West Stow, Pre-Primary, Reception & Class 1 to Banham Zoo, Class 1 to Flag Fen,
Classes 3 & 4 to Kentwell Hall and the Leavers’ trip to High Lodge in Thetford.
Our sports teams have had great success throughout the year. Although we played against much larger
schools, we won many matches, due to the dedication and excellent coaching of our sports staff and the
determination of our brilliant children. Our Sports Day in June was a resounding success! It was so lovely to
see parents there once again, cheering their children on. The weather was perfect, as were the children’s
performances. Well done to everyone who took part, including the parents and toddlers!
In June we held a street party to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. The Mayor, his wife (the
Mayoress) and other guests were very impressed by the manners and good behaviour of the children and
they really appreciated the songs that the children sang to them, including the song “Happy” in sign
language.
This year, our school show was The Wizard of Oz. Every child, from Reception to Year 7, had a role in the
performance. We saw some excellent acting, with many of our younger pupils surprising the audience with
their acting ability and talent. A huge thank you goes to Mrs Skelton for all her hard work, encouraging and
teaching the children in their drama lessons. Miss Rees practised singing in her weekly class music lessons
and choir sessions. The show relies on teamwork and all the staff, under the guidance of Mrs Skelton,
worked together to make the show a success. Our thanks to Mr Laffeaty, for making the scenery and
props; Mr Lane, our sound technician; Mr Skelton, for recording the music for the show and editing the
video to post on Teams; Mrs Rockcliffe, who helped Miss Smith teach Reception their dance routine; Mr
Tierney, for being everywhere and anywhere we needed an extra pair of hands; Mrs Savage and Mrs
Soames-Waring, for costumes; Miss Page and Mrs Savage for face-painting;
Mrs Lillie, Miss Tighe, Mrs Millard and Mrs Covell, for helping the children to learn their lines, repair
costumes, calm nerves and making sure the children were all in the right place at the right time; and not
forgetting Mrs Law and Mrs Batterbee in the office, for organising the tickets and the programmes. Thanks
to them all, the show was a great success! Thank YOU all for your lovely messages – we are pleased you all
enjoyed watching the show.
Our Nursery pupils also delighted us with their wonderful show this year. Well done to all the children who
took part in “Music Medley 2022”. A huge well done and thanks to all the Nursery staff for their
encouragement and hard work in organising this year’s show; and special thanks goes out to all the parents
and grandparents for providing the lovely costumes.
Our Summer Fun School starts on Monday 1st August and runs for 4 weeks. We look forward to seeing
many of the children there, for all the exciting activities and outings we have planned.
This year has again been very difficult for us all. My family and I would like to thank you all for your help
and continued support.
We wish you all a very happy and healthy summer break. We send our best wishes to those who will be
leaving us to move on to their secondary schools. We look forward to seeing you again in September, when
we will be welcoming back our current pupils and several new pupils who will be joining us next year.
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